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RACE NIGHT AT RIVER CITIES SPEEDWAY
he North Dakota Corn Growers hosted their first
TGrand
ever race night at the River Cities Speedway in
Forks on June 14. In conjunction with race

night, the NDCGA also held a Flex Fuel Friday event at
Valley Dairy on 36th Avenue and South Washington.
NDCGA staff along with Monica Mushic from Valley
Dairy handed out ND Corn mugs, as well as snacks
and t-shirts. From 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. KYCK-FM
broadcasted live on location and provided information
on the benefits of using flex fuels.
At 5:30 P.M. NDCGA staff handed out ND Corn mugs
to fans as they arrived at River Cities Speedway. Over
1,500 mugs were given away to racing fans, many of
whom were very happy to receive the promotional item
as they arrived at the track.
Portland, ND native Jason Strand and driver of E-85
Racing of which the NDCGA sponsors, was also on
hand and he participated in the evening’s races.
As part of the race night promotion, the ND Corn
Growers pickup was allowed to drive around the race
track and had the honor of bearing the United States
Flag during the playing of the national anthem.
Unfortunately during the intermission, rains came in
and the race night was cut short, but by and large,
race night in Grand Forks was a huge success and the
NDCGA would like to thank River Cities Speedway for
allowing us to participate and look forward to being at
the track again next year.

Calendar of Events
August 6, 2013
Handling Low Quality Corn for
County Agents
August 6, 2013
ND Corn FM RedHawks Night 7:02pm
Newman Outdoor Field
Fargo, ND
August 22, 2013
SHARE Farm Tour 1:00pm
Bagg Farm
Mooreton, ND
August 28, 2013
Peterson Farms Seed
Field Day
Prosper, ND
August 28, 2013
ND Ethanol Council Golf Tourney
Oxbow Country Club
Oxbow, ND
September 9, 2013
September Board Meeting
Fargo, ND
September 10, 2013
Industry/Researchers Roundtable
Fargo, ND
September 10-12, 2013
Big Iron Farm Show
West Fargo Fairgrounds
West Fargo, ND
December 4-5, 2013
December Board Meeting
Fargo, ND
December 10-13, 2013
NCGA Action Team Meetings
St. Louis, MO
January 27, 2014
Research Summit (TENTATIVE)

The ND Corn Growers would like to congratulate the E85 Racing team
and Jason Strand on another successful race season.

Thank you for your support and
promotion of ethanol!

February 19, 2014
CornVention
Fargo, ND
February 20, 2014
Corn College
Fargo, ND

HOUSE PASSES VERSION OF FARM BILL
n July 11, the United States House of Representatives passed its own version of the Farm Bill with a 216-208 vote.
O
This was the second attempt at passing a bill before the entire House chamber. On June 20, the House failed to
pass the Farm bill by a 195-234 margin. The difference the second time around was the House did not include Title IV,

the Nutrition Title. The Farm Bill now goes to a conference committee with the US Senate Farm Bill, which passed on June
10. The committee will combine both bills, and then that bill will have to pass both the full House and Senate chambers
before being sent to President Obama for his signature.
Below is the full press release from US Representative Kevin Cramer (R-ND) on the passage of the House Farm Bill.

Jul 11, 2013
Press Release
Washington, D.C. – Today Congressman Kevin Cramer
announced the U.S. House of Representatives passed a
new five-year farm bill, the Federal Agriculture Reform and
Risk Management (FARRM) Act of 2013. The bill meets
the needs of North Dakota farmers, includes over $10
billion in savings, consolidates programs, and strengthens
and provides options for crop insurance. All agriculture
provisions and floor amendments in the first farm bill vote
were included in today’s passage, with a separate bill
addressing food stamps to be considered at a later date.
After the unsuccessful vote last month, Cramer made
clear to Speaker John Boehner and House leadership the
chamber must pass a farm bill. He actively encouraged
colleagues in both parties to support the new version
of the bill, which separates agriculture provisions from
the food stamp program. The bill now moves to a joint
conference committee for reconciliation between the
House and Senate versions. Cramer will continue to
engage with members of the conference committee in the
coming weeks to keep its important provisions in place.
“The challenges presented by the current political climate
required us to be creative in our approach to pass the
bill, recognizing the potential for greater support once
farm programs were separated from nutrition subsidies,”
Cramer said. “This is a farm bill which works for North
Dakota. We greatly improved on the Senate version of
the bill by keeping a strong crop insurance safety net for
famers without attaching forced conservation compliance.
We also keep important programs for livestock and
sugar. I was especially pleased my acre for acre wetlands
mitigation amendment was successful. Unlike the Senate
amendment which creates a study, this version creates law
and gives us leverage going into conference committee to
provide regulatory relief for our farmers.”
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The farm bill passed today includes all amendments made
to the bill during floor debate in June with the exception of
those made to the food stamp title, including a change to
wetlands mitigation policy introduced by Cramer.
Wetland mitigation amendment
In floor debate, the House of Representatives approved an
amendment Cramer introduced which ensures a producer
would be subject to no higher than a 1-for-1 acreage basis
when enhancing, restoring or creating wetlands as part
of the current USDA no net loss wetlands policy. Under
the amendment, the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) can no longer subject farmers to higher
requirements for wetlands restoration based on its own
arbitrary judgment of land quality. The amendment was
adopted into the final version passed by the House.
Cramer works to avert conservation
compliance mandate
Cramer helped fend off an amendment which would
have tied eligibility for crop insurance to compliance with
conservation programs. Cramer stood by on the House
floor with Chairman Lucas in opposition to the amendment
when its two sponsors withdrew it from consideration.
The two programs are now coupled only in the Senate
version of the bill, which sets up a critical negotiation in
conference committee.
The two provisions have not been linked since 1996.
Additionally, the House bill saves $6 billion by
consolidating duplicative conservation programs and
streamlining the delivery of incentive funds to farmers,
ranchers, and landowners.
“My top priority in addition to getting the bill passed was
ensuring farmers can continue to access crop insurance
without being forced to comply with conservation
programs. I will continue to push strongly so this logic
prevails in the conference committee,” said Cramer.

Commodity programs and crop insurance strengthened
The bill offers producers a choice between two types of risk management: Price Loss
Coverage (PLC), which addresses deep, multi-year price losses, and Revenue Loss
Coverage (RLC), which offers coverage based on county-wide losses.
The same Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) found in the Senate bill is also included
in the House bill. It allows for the purchase of a wider, supplemental crop insurance policy
for a portion of losses not addressed by an individual farm-based policy.
Water retention and flood prevention
The farm bill includes funding for water retention and flood prevention efforts, including
programs which will continue to benefit the Red River Valley. More than $50 million in
competitive assistance will be available each year through the new Regional Conservation
Partnership Program, which consolidates four previously existing programs including the
Agriculture Water Enhancement Program (AWEP).
Missouri River flood protection
An amendment to promote immediate increases in flood protection for agricultural
interests in the Missouri River is included in the farm bill. The Secretary of Agriculture is
directed to respond to the devastating flood in 2011 by supporting efforts to recalculate
the amount of water storage needed for adequate protection, and increasing the capacity
of the river channel.
No net cost sugar program maintained
Cramer, Chairman Lucas, and Ranking Democrat Peterson successfully urged colleagues
on the House floor to reject an amendment which would have dismantled support for
sugar farmers. The sugar program will continue to allow United States sugar producers
to compete effectively in a heavily manipulated global marketplace. Brazil subsidizes
its sugar production by approximately $2 to $3 billion per year, and the government of
Mexico owns 1/5th of its sugar industry while subsidizing the rest.
“The idea that somehow this amendment creates free and fair trade is a fallacy, and the
idea that somehow sugar has not been reformed in recent years and decades is also
a fallacy,” said Cramer. “The idea that a no net cost program like the American sugar
program is somehow a great advantage over countries like Brazil that subsidize with tax
dollars two and a half to three billion per year is the most distorting fact in this debate. I
agree with Ranking Member Peterson, who equated dismantling this program to unilateral
disarmament of our sugar industry.”
Livestock programs renewed
The bill returns programs important to North Dakota ranchers and honey producers. The
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), the Livestock Forage Program (LFP), the Emergency
Livestock Extension Program (ELAP), and Honey Bees and Farm-Raised Fish Program were
authorized in the 2008 farm bill but expired in October 2011.
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2013 Corporate
Sponsors
Thanks to our sponsors!

Platinum Level
DuPont Pioneer
Dekalb

Gold Level
Farm & Ranch Guide
Mustang Seeds
Proseed
Wensman Seed
Cargill
Peterson Farms Seed

Silver Level
AgCountry Farm Credit Services
Conklin AgroVantage /
AgroValley, Inc.
Ellingson Drainage
Titan Machinery
Dyna-Gro Seed
Mycogen Seed
Conservis
American Ag Network
Skytrain Fund Management
Seeds 2000
Legend Seeds

Bronze Level
Red River Farm Network
BASF The Chemical Company
Agassiz Drain Tile
Eide Bailly LLP
Butler Machinery
Midwest Ag Energy Group
Gateway Building Systems
Stoller USA
NuTech
Columbia Grain, INC
Windows Plus
ND Stockmen’s Association
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OBSERVATIONS FROM AN ODD SUMMER
John Flaa, Proseed

ow, what an odd spring and early summer we had.
W
We experienced later than “normal” corn planting
and too much rain in many areas. Many acres did not

get planted, even in my home area in the southeast corner
of North Dakota. Not all was a train wreck though.
Below are some spring observations from a seed guy’s
perspective.
Delayed planting: This was not all bad. Judging
from fields I dug in, planting conditions were good.
Seedbeds were nice, planting depth was uniform,
emergence was uniform, and very few fields were
“mudded” in.
Weed Control: “Pres” that I looked at worked
fantastic. Rainfall was definitely enough to activate
chemistry. I saw some injury, but not much, and it seemed
that it was only in cold sands and low organic matter
areas in fields. Much of the pre-emerge chemical worked
so good it was hard to wait for some weeds to show up to
spray post emerge.

Early Development: I had a couple early planted
plots (May 9 and 11), that had a nice early life. At V5
and V6, they were on pace for big yields. Then the big
rains came. Life was not good for the corn plants the next
few weeks. How much yield was lost, I don’t know. We
certainly took some top end potential though.
The only emergence issues I saw were a handful of
crusting problems and some cold/wet problems that were
odd for mid May…but we do live in ND.
After the prolonged cold and wet spell, many fields were
glowing yellow. This was not all from N…yet. I saw many
fields that were deficient in Sulfur and Zinc. Nitrogen
deficiency was evident as well. Would this have been
a good year to split apply your Nitrogen? Probably,
if you could have done it in a timely fashion. It will be
interesting to see Dr. Dave Franzen’s Nitrogen data from
this summer. I don’t know where all his sites are, but I’m
sure some suffered from denitrification and leaching.
I had several calls on corn plants “tillering”, and people
wondering if that was normal for some specific hybrid.
Although some hybrids may be prone to tillering more
than others, it basically means that life for the corn plant
was good.
Plots: Emergence notes were OK. Many places had
non stressful emergence, so seeing differences was
sometimes tough. Recovery from excess water varied by
hybrid, but I question whether that should be a column
in the characteristic chart of seed companies Product
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Guides…I hope not. Yields WILL vary because of this and
I am reluctant to draw any conclusions on hybrids I am
evaluating from these plots with water damage. Anything
I am looking at for the first time, I will try not to get too
excited or too depressed when looking at some of these
“oddly stressed” plots.
As I write this (July 16) the extended forecast calls for
highs in the mid 80’s and lows in the mid-high 60’s. It
couldn’t get much better for pollination.
The first 2 weeks in July sure made the corn look a lot
better. I didn’t even like looking at some plots for a couple
weeks. Flowering notes will start now and continue for
a couple weeks with the delayed planting we had in
many areas. Bottom line is plots are tough this year…
some good ones, many not so good. Plots will still
provide useful data however, like flowering dates, maturity
compared to known hybrids, disease ratings, ear flex
where plots are thinned and many other criteria.
Hybrid Seed: In talking with our production guys, things
look OK and are about 7-10 days behind “normal”… if
there is a normal. There were many challenges in planting
the males and females to produce our hybrids this year.
On some fields that required planting the male first, they
had to mow the male to delay it a bit before they could
get the female planted. If you miss the pollination window
on production, it can get a little ugly. If this extended
forecast is accurate, things look good for the seed fields.
One producer that I visited with earlier told me that 2013
was the first year ever that he or his dad could not plant
the entire crop of inbreds.
Bottom line on seed production is that if pollination goes
well, there should be plenty of corn in seed companies
sheds, unlike 2012. We have a couple months to go yet
so I don’t want to talk too smart.
Every year brings different situations. This year was no
different. It’s always fun to see different things, try to
apply them and remember them in our hard drives for
future reference. I hope we all enjoy a pleasant fall and I
look forward to evaluating the data that is useful from this
growing season.

DEKALB.com

DISCOVER BREEDING THAT FAVORS PERFORMANCE. There's no room to gamble when
you have countless acres on the line. That's why we individually analyze 13 million corn
seeds every year, to isolate the one with the perfect DNA signature to flourish in your
fields. Welcome to the future of farming. Already growing, at DEKALB®.

For a closer look at the breeding technology TALK TO YOUR DEKALB DEALER OR VISIT
DEKALB.COM/BREEDINGHQ.

Proud supporter of the North Dakota Corn Growers Association!

DEKALB and Design® and DEKALB® are registered trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. All other trademarks are the property
of their respective owners. ©2013 Monsanto Company. 33612 ED 7/8/13
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BYE JOINS STAFF AT NDCGA
risten Bye joins the staff at the North Dakota Corn Growers and Utilization
K
Council as Office Assistant. Kristen graduated from Rasmussen School of
Business with a degree in Office Management with Government Specialization.
Kristen grew up in Bowman, ND and has resided on the eastern part of the state
since graduating high school. She is married and recently became a mom to a
baby boy. She enjoys gardening, canning, reading, swimming, and spending
time with her son.

Welcome to the team,
Kristen!
FLEX FUEL FRIDAYS

s the Summer Driving Season kicked off on Memorial
A
Day weekend with gas prices hovering around $4.00
a gallon, the North Dakota Corn Growers Association
wanted to provide some relief to travelers and make
people aware that there is a choice every time you fill up
at the gas pump.
Flex Fuel Fridays was a promotion that the NDCGA
started in hopes to get flex fuel vehicle owners who had
never used E-30 or E-85, to see the benefits of using
higher blended ethanol fuels.
The promotion kicked off at Don’s Car Wash on 52nd
Ave South in Fargo and then rotated among Petro Serv
USA stations around Fargo. On Fridays, E-85 was 30
cents off per gallon, while E-30 was priced at $2.99 per
gallon. From 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 PM Y94 broadcasted
live from the featured gas station and provided giveaways
for listeners who stopped by. Also many different media
outlets featured Flex Fuel Friday in their evening news
telecasts as well as radio and print stories.
Continuing to educate driver’s knowledge of ethanol has
been a priority of the NDCGA and we feel promotions
such as Flex Fuel Fridays only enhance the general
public’s perception of a lower cost, more environmentally
friendly fuel, while at the same time supporting our North
Dakota corn farmers.

The North Dakota Corn Growers Association would like to thank Don’s Car
Wash, Petro Serv USA, Y94, KFGO, Valley Dairy, and KYCK FM for their
cooperation and participation in Flex Fuel Fridays.
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BOARD WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
he North Dakota Corn Growers are pleased to welcome
TGerman
Ryan Wanzek, Bradley Mosher, Clark Price and Scott
to their board.
•

Ryan Wanzek is a 5th generation farmer from
Jamestown, ND. He is a graduate of Jamestown
High School. After high school Ryan went on to The
University of North Dakota where he earned Bachelors
Degrees in Management and Entrepreneurship as
well as a Masters Degree in Business Administration.
Ryan farms with his father, grandfather, uncle, and
cousin. On their farm they raise corn, soybeans, wheat,
and pinto beans. They also operate an edible bean
processing plant and a seed plant.

•

Bradley Mosher grew up on a family farm near
Beltrami MN. Married to Carolyn and has 2 daughters;
Gracie 14 and Hatti 12 and reside in Hankinson ND.

Ryan Wanzek

Bradley Mosher

Clark Price

Scott German

Last nine years Bradley has spent time in the Ethanol
industry as a commodity buyer in SD, NE, IA, and
ND. Bradley joined Wheaton Dumont as a commodity
merchandiser for ½ of their 10 locations. Excited to be
back in the area and to serve on the NDCG board.
•

Clark Price is married to Milissa Price and together
they have 2 sons. Clark and his 2 brothers Clay and
Lewis Price are the 4th generation to own and operate
the farm and ranch near Washburn ND. Where they
raise corn, soybeans, canola, sunflowers, pinto beans,
and wheat. They also have a commercial cow herd as
well as a small feedlot where they feed their own calves
to finish as well as some purchased calves. Clark also
owns and operates an Ag retail store in Washburn that
handles Pioneer Brand Seed and all sorts of Animal
health products.
Clark is a member of the Washburn rural fire board,
Chairman of the Washburn planning and zoning
commission, Chairman of the North Dakota Beef
Commission and member of the North Dakota
Stockmen’s Association as well as National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association.

•

Scott German is a 1996 graduate from NDSU at
which time he returned home to farm with his dad. He
and his dad operate a 4500 acre corn and soybean
farm at Oakes. He and his wife Denise have four boys.
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More Than A Free Yardstick
Adam Spelhaug, CCA

“More than a free yardstick”. Peterson Farms Seed’s
Groundbreaker Field Day is the largest in the upper
Midwest, and we are proud of the lineup at this year’s
Field Day. We guarantee plenty of educational
opportunities and demonstrations to help growers achieve
success, and we look forward to sharing them with
you. On August 28, our goal is for you to take home at
least one piece of information that will make you more
successful when it is implemented on your farm. Year after
year, we provide growers with a Field Day that is much
“more than a free yardstick”.
Each year when we sit down to plan our Field Day,
each exhibit and study must meet at least one of three
objectives:
•

It must be relevant to helping growers be more
successful in growing corn and soybeans

•

It must be forward-thinking, demonstrating
technologies that will soon be in farmer’s hands, rather
than stuff that is currently available

•

It must have an element of fun – we frequently say that
we should not take ourselves so seriously that we can’t
have a little fun!

This year, we are offering a variety of sessions with an
unparalleled level of agronomic expertise. Some of the
highlights include:
Corn Yield Clinic John McGillicuddy of MC
Agronomics will present an in-field corn yield clinic.
John has been collaborating with PFS since 2007, so he
is very knowledgeable about our region’s corn-growing
environment.
Soybean Clinic Karen Corrigan, the other half of
the MC Agronomics’ expert team, will present a soybean
clinic focusing on weed management, her specific area of
expertise.
Ole and Sven Research Plots Our PFS
research team studies agronomic questions specific to
our region. Our practical crop research includes studies
on population; planting date, depth; speed; emergence;
defoliation; treatments; and volunteer corn in soybeans.
Mike Larson’s 400 Bushel Project Mike is
exploring the genetic potential or three specific hybrids,
while monitoring all factors of growth within his control.
These hybrids were planted by hand, and each plant
has one square foot in which to live. Mike feeds the plot
through an irrigation system specially designed to provide
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the hybrids with all of the nutrients and water needed to
produce a 400+ bushel per acre yield. John McGillicuddy
has been serving as the high-yield consultant for this
project.
Precision Planting Demonstration Plot
We’ve learned that the single biggest change most corn
growers can take to raise yields is to improve planter
performance. New technology allows farmers to plant
with exacting performance, changing the planting process
from an art to a science. You’ll be able to walk through
Precision Planting’s 25 acre demonstration plot to learn
about the new technologies that Precision Planting can
offer your operation to help improve planting accuracy.
History of Corn Plot Walk through the history of
corn plot to discover how corn developed from its humble
ancestor Teosinte to the inbred lines of the early 1900s to
today’s top hybrids with 400 bushel potential.
Upcoming Product Discussions
Groundbreaker Field Day gives you the opportunity
to meet, converse, and hear from representatives of
Monsanto, Dow, Bayer CropScience, and Syngenta
on upcoming traits to protect your corn and soybean
products. Bring your questions, and visit their stations.
Ag Careers Student Event A special student
event, focusing on ag careers will be held prior to
the events in the field. Students from local colleges
and universities are invited to learn about agricultural
career opportunities. If you know a student interested in
agriculture, please encourage them to attend.
Fun, Food, and Entertainment To add some
fun, the day will utilize the wildly popular Duck Dynasty
theme. If you’re not familiar, this family of Louisiana
red-necks has built an entrepreneurial dynasty of duckcall manufacturing with common-sense and ordinary
hunting logic. We’ll have a lot of fun with this hunting
theme including entertainment by Patrick Flanigan, a
sport shooter featured on NBC Sports and the Outdoor
Channel.
We are eager to be your host on August 28 for
a showcase of education, new technologies, and
entertainment – Duck Dynasty style.

A summary of events can be found at
www.PetersonFarmsSeed.com.
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Adam Spelhaug is Lead Agronomist
with Peterson Farms Seed in Prosper,
ND. In that capacity, he oversees
the company’s extensive replicated
testing program throughout ND and
MN. He has developed a grower
agronomic club called Plus20
to assist with the identification
of yield enhancing agronomic
practices with farmers. Contact him
at 866-481-7333 or at Adam@
PetersonFarmsSeed.com.
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Carson Klosterman: Wyndmere (Vice President)
Andrew Braaten: Barney
Randy Melvin: Buffalo
James Aarsvold: Blanchard
Jay Nissen: Larimore
Kim Swenson: Lakota (President)
Darin Anderson: Valley City (Secretary/Treasurer)
Ryan Wanzek: Jamestown
Jerome Freeberg: Lisbon
Joe Breker: Havana
Chris Erlandson: Oakes
Bart Schott: Kulm
Anthony Mock: Kintyre
Clark Price: Hensler

Director-at-large
Director-at-large
Director-at-large
Director-at-large

–
–
–
–

Mike Clemens: Wimbledon
Jeff Enger: Marion
Wallie Hardie: Fairmount
Larry Hoffmann: Wheatland

NDCGA Industry Directors

PFS Groundbreaker

Field Day

Wednesday
August 28th
Student Event and Lunch

Tom Haahr – Farmers Union Oil Co., Devils Lake, ND
Eric Berge – Gavilon Grain, New Rockford, ND
Howard Huebner – Rabo AgriFinance, Fargo, ND
Bradley Mosher – Hankinson, ND

ND Corn Utilization Council
District 1 – Arnie Anderson: Hankinson
District 2 – Kevin Skunes: Arthur
District 3 – Paul Belzer: Cando (Chairman)
District 4 – Dave Swanson: New Rockford
District 5 – Dan Qual: Lisbon (Secretary/ Treasurer)
District 6 – Scott German: Oaks
District 7 – Paul R. Anderson: Coleharbor (Vice Chairman)

11:30

3

Field Day				1:00 – 5:00

		

(last clinic begins at 4:00)

Supper and Entertainment

5:00
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Business Spotlight—Legend Seeds

T

his year marks the 23rd growing season in which quality seed
products from Legend Seeds have been grown throughout the
Midwest. Headquartered in De Smet, SD and founded in 1990
by Glen and Janet Davis, Legend has grown into the largest
independent regional seed company in the Midwest.
Legend’s impressive line-up of products includes both traited and
conventional corn hybrids ranging from 74 day to 114 day in
maturity. Legend offers soybeans in conventional, food grade and
traited varieties from 0.03 to 2.8 maturities, and a variety of alfalfa,
sunflower, sorghum, forage products and specialty seed.
In a marketplace that seems to be dominated by national seed
companies, Legend Seeds is proud to offer customers and dealers
an experience that combines the quality products of the national
companies with the advantages of a regional company. As an
independent company Legend has the ability to offer the newest
and best traits and genetics from a variety of suppliers. Research
is conducted in numerous locations around the region and local

agronomists are in place to ensure that customers and dealers get
the seed that performs best on their particular acres. Because, as
Legend’s President, Glen Davis, says: “The right seed isn’t the right
seed if it’s in the wrong environment.” This is why there’s no simple
answer when a grower wants to know what the “best numbers
are” for the year. Legend Agronomists understand that seed is not
one-size-fits-all and they take the time to understand the grower’s
environment and expectations. This is what Legend Seeds refers to
as “The Legend Advantage.”
The agronomic and variety research is conducted throughout the
region at Legend Seeds Knowledge Plots™. These plots are host
to a series of events called “Knowledge Plot™ Academies” where
dealers and customers can visit a plot location in their area to
see firsthand how some of the newest products perform over the
course of a growing season. Knowledge Plot™ Academies offer
participants the opportunity to discuss agronomic information
and view demonstrations on topics such as disease and insect
pressures, plant populations and other timely crop growing issues
in a no-pressure, information-based
environment.
Legend dealers and customers work with
their own team of Legend staff members
who are dedicated to their success.
The Legend team recognizes there
are many factors that contribute to the
success of their dealers and customers,
and that providing seed is only part of
it. Today’s farmers and dealers need
more information and access to the
resources that will allow them to grow
their operation.

The Top Genetics and Newest Traits
in the Industry - and the Pros that Know
How to Make Them Work on Your Farm.
Your Regional Seed Leader
legendseeds.net | 800-678-3346
© Legend Seeds, Inc. 2013
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™

For 2014, Legend offers the industryleading products such as Genuity®
Roundup Ready® Alfalfa products,
Genuity® SmartStax RIB Complete™
corn products, Agrisure Artesian®
drought-tolerant corn, and a variety
of best seed treatments available.
Legend Seeds is eager to continue
helping growers here in North Dakota
and throughout the Midwest achieve
maximum yield on their acres. For more
information or to locate a dealer in
your area, visit legendseeds.net or call
800-678-3346. Experience the Legend
Advantage.

NDCGA participates in the Red River Valley Fair
Make Your Own Water
Color Paint:
Materials:
3 Tbs. baking soda

3 Tbs. corn starch

3 Tbs. white vinegar

1-1/2 tsp. light corn syrup

Food coloring

Steps:
•

Mix vinegar, baking soda, corn starch and corn 		
syrup together in a small bowl.

•

Divide the mixture into several small plastic tubs or jar
lids.

•

Add six to eight drops of food coloring to each tub or
lid then mix.

•

Use Wacky Watercolors as they are or let them dry into
hard cakes of paint. If you use them while they’re dry,
be sure to wet the paintbrush before painting.

T

he North Dakota Corn Growers Association participated
at the Red River Valley Fair in West Fargo from July 9-14.
The NDCGA had a booth in the Ag Education Center for the
entire week. This booth was designed to inform people of all
ages the many different uses for corn. From everyday foods to
biodegradable garbage bags to even toothpaste, the display was
effective in showing how corn is used in many different products.
One display the NDCGA had was showing how corn can be used
to make water color paints. NDCGA staff invited children to show
off their artistic ability and paint pictures of corn cobs using water
color paints. The painting station was a hit and many children
were able to bring home some new artwork to display on their
refrigerators

TIPS:
•

Use paste food coloring if you want especially vivid
colors and lots of color choices. Some oil based food
coloring will not stir in well, but it will blend perfectly by
the time it’s dry.

•

Take the opportunity to teach little ones about color
mixing. We made purple, green and orange and then
went a step further to make mixtures like red-violet and
blue-green by adding one part of one primary color to
two parts of another. Mix all three primary colors to
make brown.

•

You can make a larger batch and make the paints in
an old ice cube tray. Other possible containers are
empty watercolor kits and pill boxes (the kind with a
compartment for each day of the week).

•

The more food coloring you add, the more vivid the
paints will be.

•

These take a long time to dry! Ours were in small lids
and took about 24 hours.

•

If you make them in bottlecaps, you can store the dry
paints in a plastic baggie or even tie a few of them in a
small cloth with a ribbon as a sweet gift.
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Selecting Corn Hybrids for Success in 2014
Bruce Due, Mycogen Seeds customer agronomist

I

t’s time to choose corn hybrids once again for the 2014
growing season. North Dakotans have many options,
so finding the right hybrids may seem challenging.
While there is no one-size-fits-all hybrid, it is important to
consider all the factors that affect your fields as well as
your management style and five-year yield goals.
2014 crop planning considerations:
•

Local yield data: Compare your current season’s
hybrids with local test plots. Look for consistency in
agronomic and yield performance across trials, not
just at the No. 1 hybrid in each plot.

•

Agronomic characteristics: Identify the most important
agronomic characteristics for your acres, such as
disease or drought tolerance. Choose hybrids with
strong ratings against those threats.

•

Trait packages: Choose hybrids with multiple modes of
action to protect against insects in your area.

•

Relative maturity: Select hybrids with varying
maturities for your maturity zone to spread risk and
widen your harvest window.

•

Refuge requirements: To protect your acres and
preserve emerging technologies, follow all refuge
requirements. Products such as Refuge Advanced®
powered by SmartStax® make planting refuge easy.
The single-bag refuge solution requires no separate
refuge in the Corn Belt.1

Mycogen Seeds is offering a diverse grain corn lineup
for 2014 with competitive performance, our leading trait
technologies and great overall value. Here are just a few
new hybrids you can consider to maximize the potential
on your acres in North Dakota.
2D095 is an 80-day Herculex® XTRA Insect Protection
hybrid that is well-adapted for North Dakota with
good grain quality and fast grain drydown. The semiflex ear type requires moderate to moderate-high plant
densities for optimum performance. It’s a good choice for
continuous corn or corn-following-wheat crop rotations.
In cotton growing regions, a separate 20 percent structured refuge is still required for Refuge Advanced hybrids. ®Herculex and
Refuge Advanced are trademarks of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an affiliated company of Dow. Herculex Insect
Protection by Dow AgroSciences and Pioneer Hi-Bred. SmartStax® multi-event technology developed by Dow AgroSciences and
Monsanto. ®SmartStax is a registered trademark of Monsanto Technology LLC. Always follow IRM, grain marketing and all
other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions. B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your
seed representative for the registration status in your state. ®Agrisure is a registered trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.
©2013 Mycogen Seeds. Mycogen Seeds is an affiliate of Dow AgroSciences LLC.
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2Y188 is an 85-day SmartStax hybrid with strong
emergence and early season vigor. It has solid stalks and
roots to support aggressive plant densities. With consistent
ear development under variable conditions, this hybrid has
great yield stability.
2V357 is a 93-day Refuge Advanced powered by
SmartStax, medium tall hybrid that excels in high-yield
environments. It has a semi-flex ear type that supports
variable plant densities. With fast finish and very good
grain drydown, this hybrid is well-adapted for North
Dakota.
2K395 is a 94-day Refuge Advanced powered by
SmartStax hybrid with excellent root strength for
poorly drained or compacted soil conditions. Optimum
performance of this hybrid can be achieved at moderatelow to moderate-high plant populations. It has great lateseason health to support a strong finish.
2G405, a 96-day medium/tall Agrisure® 3000GT
hybrid, has very good tolerance to stress and Goss’s wilt.
It’s semi-flex ear type and strong agronomics supports
aggressive plant densities and narrow row spacing. It
is a good choice for corn-on-corn or corn-on-soybeans
rotations.
2Y479 is a 98-day Refuge Advanced powered by
SmartStax hybrid that performs best at medium to high
plant populations. It displays consistently high yields with
strong early season growth and can handle variable soil
types. With fast drydown and superior finish, it is a great
product for southern North Dakota.
The key to a successful growing season is advanced
preparation. Order your hybrids early to ensure product
availability and to take advantage of early season offers.
Mycogen Seeds offers a full product portfolio, including
grain corn, silage corn, soybeans, sunflowers, canola,
grain sorghum and alfalfa.
Your local Mycogen Seeds sales representative or dealer
would like to help you build a customized cropping plan
for your farming operation. To find the representative in
your area, local yield data or more information about our
lineup, visit www.mycogen.com.
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An Introduction to the SHARE Farm
Abbey Wick, Frank Casey and Greg LaPlante

N

early 90% of producers in North Dakota experience
reduced productivity as a result of soluble salts (i.e.
salinity). In addition to commonly observed crop yield
reductions, the intensity of pest, weed and root pathogen
infestations might be related to saline soil conditions.

NDSU and the ND Corn Council developed the concept
of the SHARE farm based on concerns expressed by
producers and consultants related to management for
salinity. These observations were related to every aspect of
the cropping system (i.e. whole system).

A whole systems approach means understanding a variety
of aspects about a particular system (soil health, pest
and weed pressures, root diseases, cropping dynamics,
hydrology and economics) for effective management.
When facing issues like salinity, this approach becomes
essential to selecting management practices.

Several management strategies have been identified
across the state (including, but not limited to, tillage
practices, cropping systems and water management).
However, there are several underlying issues with the
information currently available:

The SHARE farm is a quarter
section of land in Mooreton,
ND where producer-driven,
whole-system, field-scale
research and extension
efforts to evaluate multiple
management strategies for
salinity can take place while
the producer farms his land
“as usual”.
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•

demonstrations of management strategies are
scattered across the state

•

strategies are often not used in combination with
each other

•

longevity of sites is limited to <5 years

•

demonstrations are not replicated

Information transfer is key!
Staying connected to issues that producers are
experiencing is essential to the success of the SHARE
farm. This is done through direct contact with producers,
consultants and county agents using an advisory group.

Using media resources, such as newspapers, television
and webpages, will draw attention to the SHARE farm
as well as provide much needed information to various
groups in multiple formats.

Linking Efforts between
the SHARE Farm and Other
Research and Demonstration
Sites
The potential for the SHARE Farm extends beyond regional
impacts to effect management practices on state and
national levels.

The primary location for long-term research and extension
efforts related to soil health and agriculture in eastern
ND is the SHARE Farm. As an example of how research
collected at the SHARE farm is carried to other studies is
the setting up a series of “satellite” sites in several different
counties under a project funded by the ND Department of
Health.

Impacts:

Though these two projects are entirely separate, they
compliment each other nicely in the grand scheme of
salinity management

Students – training of future consultants, county agents,
and producers

Objectives:
•

Demonstrate and evaluate combinations of
management strategies for saline soils at a single
location

•

Facilitate “whole systems” research and extension
efforts

•

Long-term experiments to evaluate management
strategies

Producers – increase awareness and provide
management tools from a whole systems perspective
Consultants –unbiased research based information
available to guide management recommendations

Faculty/Specialists – collaborations are
strengthened and multi-disciplinary approaches developed

Participants:
NDSU Research Faculty and State Specialists
NDSU Area Researchers and Specialists
NDSU County Agents			
Commodity Groups
Producers				
Consultants

Contacts:
Dr. Abbey Wick
Soil Health Specialist
Abbey.wick@ndsu.edu

Dr. Frank Casey
Director of the School of Natural Resource Sciences

Francis.casey@ndsu.edu

Greg LaPlante
Manager of Research, ND Corn Council
greg@ndcorn.org

saline & sodic Soil

Field TOUR: august 22
Bagg Bonanza Farm, Mooreton, ND
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